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discussion the following possibly helpful phrase occurs: “ 
from C. hrterophylla by its small size, uniform foliage, ancipital stem, 


and promptly deciduous styles.” Subsequently plants with dilated 
foliage have been found but the ancipital stems and caducous styles 
are distinctive.—M. L. Fernald. 


Epidemic among Zostera Colonies—I n a previous note 1 the 

writer drew attention to a widespread destruction of Zostera marina 


var. stenophi/lla Aschers. and (Iraeber with which he was familiar on 
the New England coast. It appears that the New Jersey area suffers 
quite as much as the more northern parts of the coast from this 
destruction, and the matter has received some notice from the public 
press 3 as of critical importance in connection with the usefulness of the 
great coastal feeding areas for ducks and similar birds. In Canada 
this has attracted much attention. 4 The condition is described as a 
disease of unknown origin, and subsequent repopulation of denuded 
areas is reported. A point of great interest is the fact that this 
condition has appeared in Europe on the form of Zostera native there, 
with much the same destructive effect.Here it appeared in 1931 
in the region of St. Malo and involves colonies all along the Atlantic 
French and Netherlands coasts. A bacterial organism has been 
isolated from the diseased plants which may be the cause of the 
necrotic phenomena. It is to be hoped that coastal New England 
botanists will make a careful survey, in 1933, of the areas familiar to 
them with reference to any spread or contraction of the denuded 
areas.—\\M. Randolph Taylor, University of Michigan. 
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